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That seems to be the catch phrase that sells. 
If the statement “handmade” is added to the de-
scription of a product, it somehow seems to add 
value. Maybe in this age of highly mechanized 
production, we like to think an older, slower way 
is sometimes better. What’s that about the good 
old days?  “Why, when I was young . . .”

“Handmade” is intended to impress us! I saw 
an ad for hand cut steaks. Do they really taste 
better? Isn’t it a sharp piece of steel that cuts it 
either way? How about hand-spun shakes? I am 
sure they are good, but probably they’re made 
with the same ice cream and flavors. And there’s 
hand-crafted coffee. Now how could that be? 
Does it affect the flavor? Do I really want hands 
on my coffee? But it probably doesn’t mean hand 
touched so I won’t worry about that—especially 
since I am a green tea drinker. I am perfectly fine 
with their mowing, raking, and bailing my green 
tea with equipment. They probably don’t do it 
that way; and maybe it is one of the products that 
is handpicked.

But there is something that is unique and orig-
inally handmade with a special purpose—that’s 
you and me, the human race. 

The Genesis account of creation records God 
saying, “Let us make man in our image, after 
our likeness” (Genesis 1:26).  “And the Lord 
God formed man of the dust of the ground, and 
breathed into his nostrils the breath of life; and 
man became a living soul” (Genesis 2:7).  And 
the woman was also made ever so special. While 
the man lay asleep, God took one of his ribs and 
formed her. Adam was impressed! “This is now 
bone of my bones, and flesh of my flesh.”

God was impressed with what He made, even 
after mankind walked away through disobedi-
ence, “God so loved the world, that he gave his 
only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in 
him should not perish, but have everlasting life” 
(John 3:16). 

Jesus was impressed. “For the son of man is 
come to seek and to save that which was lost” 
(Luke 19:10).  And He then promised, “And if I go 
and prepare a place for you, I will come again, 
and receive you unto myself; that where I am, 
there ye may be also” (John 14:3).

To God, every person is handmade quality, 
and His offer to us is handmade quality for eter-
nity. I am impressed!
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Comprehending the Incomprehensible Love of God
by Stephen Groff

What Does the Bible Say?

Studying the Bible can be somewhat like the 
experience of an explorer. When he discovers 
a new mountain whose cloud-covered summit 
is hidden from sight, he may begin by hiking 
around the base, looking for springs and streams 
or taking note of flora and fauna. The expanse of 
the whole is overwhelming; the inspiration of a 
portion is inviting. Exploring God’s love is simi-
lar—too comprehensive to cover in time, yet invit-
ing to explore. 

The apostle Paul prayed that we would be able 
to comprehend this love “which passeth knowl-
edge” (Ephesians 3:14-21). He kneeled upon his 
knees, made his petition, and closed with a dox-
ology. Let us consider God’s love as mentioned 
in this prayer. 

God’s love has immeasurable dimensions. We 
are familiar with three-dimensional objects. We 
multiply length times width times height to find 
volume. In describing God’s love, Paul uses four 
dimensions. How can we understand the fourth 
dimension? 

Some materials are ranked by quality. For in-
stance, stone is graded by hardness. Sandstone, 
marble, granite, and diamond are listed as in-
creasing in hardness. Perhaps the fourth dimen-
sion is descriptive of the quality of God’s love. It 
is superlative in purity, longevity, and equality. 
Man may be fond of an animal, love his wife, and 
exercise Christian love for the brethren and for 
God. God’s love, however, has a quality that su-
persedes all levels of human love. 

God’s love is the ultimate in intensity. Light var-
ies in intensity from the chemical glow of a glow-
worm to the blinding brightness of the sun. How 
intense is God’s love? “God, who commanded 
the light to shine out of darkness, hath shined in 

our hearts, to give the light of the knowledge of 
the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ” (2 
Corinthians 4:6). Part of God’s glorious light is felt 
in the warmth of His penetrating love. We are en-
lightened by His love. The intensity of God’s love 
was manifest in the burden and sacrifice of Christ 
(Romans 5:5-8; 1 Peter 3:18). 

We appreciate God’s love all the more when 
we perceive how unlovely we were (Ephesians 
2:1-3). We were dead, serving God’s enemy, and 
selfishly pleasing ourselves. “But God” (Ephesians 
2:4), knowing our condition and realizing many 
men would refuse the offer of salvation, still loved 
us and proceeded with His redemption plan. 

The devil, in evaluating man, said, “Skin for 
skin, yea, all that a man hath will he give for his 
life” (Job 2:4). He was not totally correct. Some 
men will die to keep the faith. But this is basically 
true of man—man protects his own skin. Christ 
willingly gave His life for our selfish race, which 
does not easily risk its own skin. What an intense 
love! “For love is strong as death. . . . Many waters 
cannot quench love” (Song of Solomon 8:6, 7). 

God’s love is preeminent in its endurance. We 
treasure old relationships, like a friendship from 
school or Bible school days. We appreciate our 
parents’ love that was given even before we were 
born. Sometimes this love fails because of misun-
derstandings, changing interests, or geographic 
separation. Can it possibly continue when we 
no longer live? God’s love surpasses the limit 
of time. His love, which He had for us before we 
were born, will envelop us through eternity (Ro-
mans 8:35-39). 

So what is four-dimensional love? It is infinite-be-
yond limits. It is beyond the math book formula, 
the yardstick, or complete human comprehension. 
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We are totally surrounded by His love. The poet 
wrote that if the sky were a scroll, the ocean were 
ink, the stalks of earth all quills, and every man a 
scribe, the description of God’s love would not fit 
on the scroll, and the ocean would run dry. Be-
cause God is self-existent and eternal, His love has 
no beginning or end. His holiness means that His 
love is pure. His infinity means that it has no limits. 

God’s love is received by faith. What are the 
steps of faith in Paul’s prayer that enable us to 
scale the summit of love? 

We must “be strengthened with might by his 
Spirit in the inner man.” We need life by the new 
birth, and we also need Holy Spirit vitality. This is 
a gift according to the riches of our King. It would 
be a disgrace for a gift of a king to be no greater 
than the gift of a blue-collar worker. Just the 
same, God’s giving is in keeping with His sover-
eignty. He is able to give “exceeding abundantly 
above all that we ask or think.” God gives enough 

strength to overcome 
the enemy who op-
poses the operation of 
God’s love. 

We must allow Christ 
to “dwell in [our] hearts 
by faith.” We desire not 
only a picture of Christ 
but also the Spirit of 
Christ in us. This step 
takes faith. Jesus said, 
“If a man love me, he 
will keep my words: 
and my Father will 
love him, and we will 

come unto him, and make our abode with him” 
(John 14:23). Although God loves every soul and 
Jesus’ blood is sufficient to cleanse every sin, so 
few know the love of God. The love is emanating 
from God, but it is reflected back to Him off the 
hard hearts of the wicked. When we invite Christ 
into our hearts, we begin to comprehend the love 
of God. It becomes a stability in our life. “There is 
no fear in love; but perfect love casteth out fear: 
because fear hath torment. He that feareth is not 
made perfect in love” (1 John 4:18). 

We must “be filled with all the fulness of God.” 
Our hearts are a bit like a sponge dropped into 
the ocean. The sponge becomes full, but the 
ocean is still full. When we experience the love 
of God, we are filled but God’s love is not dimin-
ished. God’s sanctifying love will perfect and fill 
us if we are emptied of self-love. The challenge 

is to remove self-love and soak in more of God’s 
love so we “may grow up into him in all things” 
(Ephesians 4:13-15). 

We must testify, “Unto him be glory.” Every-
one who is blessed by God’s love is not only duty 
bound but also constrained to return all glory to 
God. And when we reach the summit in the world 
to come, the clouds will have disappeared. We 
will “comprehend with all saints” the full dimen-
sion of grace and glorify God “throughout all 
ages, world without end. Amen.” 

For fainter than the pale star’s ray 
Before the noontide blaze of day 
Is all of love that man can know,
All that in angel breast can glow,
Compar’d, O blessed Lord, with Thine, 
Eternal, infinite, divine. 

—Author Unknown 

From The Eastern Mennonite Testimony, 
used by permission of Eastern Mennonite Publications.

And Can It Be?
And can it be that I should gain

An interest in the Saviour’s blood?
Died He for me, who caused His pain?
For me, who Him to death pursued?

Amazing love! How can it be
That Thou, my God, shouldest die for me?

He left His Father’s throne above
So free, so infinite His grace,

Emptied Himself of all but love, 
And bled for Adam’s helpless race;

’Tis mercy all, immense and free;
For, O my God, it found out me.

Long my imprisoned spirit lay
Fast bound in sin and nature’s night;
Thine eye diffused a quick’ning ray,

I woke, the dungeon flamed with light; 
My chains fell off, my heart was free;

I rose, went forth, and followed Thee.

No condemnation now I dread;
Jesus, and all in Him, is mine!
Alive in Him, my living Head,

And clothed in righteousness Divine,
Bold I approach the eternal throne,

And claim the crown through Christ my own.
—Charles Wesley

God’s love, 
however, has 
a quality that 
supersedes
all levels of 
human love. 
God’s love is 
the ultimate 
in intensity.
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Feature Article for Youth . . .

Worth Dying For

The recent terrorist attacks around the world 
have highlighted the extent to which people will 
go to defend a cause and to express hatred for 
others.

These suicide attacks have terrorized the Mid-
dle East and many other nations around the 
world. Young men, mostly, load themselves with 
explosives and position themselves at strategic lo-
cations where a large number of people congre-
gate. Suddenly the explosives go off, completely 
destroying the suicide bomber and killing many 
people around him. Others drive vehicles into 
crowds of people killing many and often taking 
their own lives. 

The terrorist organizations often honor these 
terrorists as heroes. Indeed, even parents and 
teachers instill the desire to do this for the cause. 
The father of a suicide bomber who killed 21 and 
injured nearly 100 at a disco in Tel Aviv said: “I 
am happy and proud of what my son did and, 
frankly, am a bit jealous .... My son has fulfilled the 
Prophet’s [Mohammed’s] wishes. He has become 
a hero!” 

Terrorist attackers around the world sometimes 
work alone but often they are carrying out orders 
from Isis or other extremist groups to carry out 
their attacks. What drives them to be willing to 
give their lives to terrorize and kill? Terrorist orga-
nizations often start training children to hate even 
in kindergarten and early elementary school to 
be willing to give their lives for a cause. In return 
for martyrdom, the youth may be told that their 
families will receive financial compensation, their 
pictures will be posted in prominent places, and 
they will earn a special place in heaven where they 
will enjoy unlimited pleasure with celestial virgins. 

Such zeal has led thousands to espouse a host 
of causes. People seem to have an innate desire to 
live for and even die for a cause. They desperately 
look for something that will bring meaning and 
satisfaction in life. 

Would you like to have something to live for, to 
die for, that will give you purpose in life and be for 
the good of others around you? Consider living 
for Jesus, the Son of the living God, the Prince of 
Peace. 

Jesus said, “For whosoever will save his life 
shall lose it: and whosoever will lose his life for 

my sake shall find it. For what is a man profited, 
if he shall gain the whole world, and lose his own 
soul? or what shall a man give in exchange for his 
soul?” (Matthew 16:25, 26). 

The only lasting satisfaction now or in the next 
life comes from learning to know Jesus as com-
mander of your life. Living for Him is a cause 
worth living for. When you follow the teachings of 
Jesus, your life will bring love, compassion, and 
healing to the people around you, not violence 
and destruction. You will want to show people 
how to live for Christ. Genuine Christianity em-
phasizes peace and love for enemies instead 
of war and vengeance. When you follow Jesus, 
the Prince of Peace who taught believers to be 
nonresistant, you will demonstrate love and not 
hatred. True Christians 
leave the vengeance 
or retaliation up to 
God who will judge 
sin and wrongdoing 
in our world. “Avenge 
not yourselves, but 
rather give place unto 
wrath: for it is written, 
Vengeance is mine; 
I will repay, saith the 
Lord. Therefore if thine enemy hunger, feed him; 
if he thirst, give him drink. . . . Be not overcome 
of evil, but overcome evil with good” (Romans 
12:19-21).

Following the Prince of Peace means that you 
will live at peace with the people around you, 
in your neighborhood, and in your home. If you 
have been involved in violence and crimes, the 
Bible will show you how to find forgiveness and 
live in peace will all men. “Follow peace with all 
men, and holiness, without which no man shall 
see the Lord” (Hebrews 12:14).  If you are bound 
by drugs, alcohol, or untamed anger or lust, you 
will find freedom, a cause worth living for, and 
satisfaction that lasts. 

Find that deliverance today. Follow Jesus, 
a cause that is worth living for and, in the end, 
it will be worth dying for. “If thou shalt confess 
with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe 
in thine heart that God hath raised him from the 
dead, thou shalt be saved” (Romans 10:9).

People seem 
to have an  

innate desire 

to live for and 
even die for 

a cause.
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Teaching Money and Material Values
by Marlin Kreider

The  
Christian Home Series

In these Christian home articles, we have been 
emphasizing the importance of embracing moral 
and spiritual values. We promote Biblical values that 
are in harmony with the teachings and life of Christ. 
A life, a home, a church, or a nation, void of moral 
and spiritual values will, in time, self-destruct. So we 
all need values—standards of right and wrong. We 
need convictions that we stand for and live by. 

Today we are considering the need for our 
homes to exemplify and teach sound economic val-
ues, related to money and material things. There is a 
very subtle danger of placing too much confidence 
in, along with dependence and value on, money 
and temporal things. There is also a danger of be-
coming careless, irresponsible, and wasteful. With 
today’s deterioration of the home unit, many chil-
dren are growing up with very little training on how 
to manage money and be responsible stewards of 
material goods. 

We are in a time of easy credit. The signs say, 
“No, credit, bad credit, no problem. We’ll finance 
for you.” Rent to own and other sales promotions, 
encourage people to buy goods at high interest 
rates that often bring them into financial bondage. 
In America our “Mount Trashmore” landfills tell the 
story of an affluent, throw-away, wasteful society. 
This loose economic climate militates against a right 
use of money and material goods. So, let us con-
sider what the Bible says, along with a few principles 
to guide us in the right direction. 

God Owns It All! 
“The earth is the Lord’s, and the fulness thereof; 

the world, and they that dwell therein” (Psalm 24: 1). 
God is the Creator and Sustainer of all things. 

Everything comes from Him and belongs to 
Him. Satan, as a thief, has come and solicits man’s 
cooperation to steal, to kill, and to destroy. (See 
John 10:10.) This is why we have sin and all kinds of 
wickedness in this world. Satan has taken what God 

made good, pure, and honorable, and has misused, 
abused, and perverted it. This brings God’s creation 
into bondage, shame, and debauchery. 

The answer for today’s trouble is to get back to 
recognizing God as Creator, Saviour, and Lord of 
our lives and possessions. Matthew 6:33 says it well, 
“Seek ye first the kingdom of God and his righteous-
ness, and all these things shall be added unto you.” 
This puts material values in right perspective. 

Man is a Steward (Manager) of God’s Resources .
“God said, Let us make man in our image, ... and 

let them have dominion . . . So God created man 
in his own image, . . . male and female created he 
them. And God blessed them, and God said into 
them, Be fruitful, and multiply, and replenish the 
earth, and subdue it” (Genesis 1:26, 27, 28). 

“The Lord God took the man, and put him into the 
garden of Eden to dress it and to keep it” (Genesis 
2:15). These scriptures clearly state God’s all-wise 
design for man to be a steward (caretaker) of His 
wonderful, created world. 

The New Testament, in 1 Corinthians 4:2 says, 
“Moreover it is required in stewards, that a man be 
found faithful.” The word faithful here means “trust-
worthy.”  In Christ Jesus, man can be restored as a 
trustworthy steward of God’s resources, both mate-
rial and spiritual. 

Most of the political ecological emphasis today 
is humanistic. It is focused on man, the earth, and 
creation worship (Romans 1:25). This produces 
a wrong system of values. One example of this is 
to promote all living things, especially animals, to 
equal status with human life. This “Save the birds!” 
(or animals) at all cost, while aborting our babies, is 
a vivid illustration of warped values. 

True Christianity is also concerned about con-
serving, and the right use of God’s created re-
sources. We do it out of love, reverence, worship, 
and service, to the glory of our great God, to whom 
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we will someday give account. We desire to be 
good examples of right values as stewards of God’s 
resources. 

God Requires Personal Responsibility 
and Accountability . 

In teaching material values, we must face the 
issue of personal accountability for how we use what 
God has allowed us to possess here in this earthly 
life. We must remember it is God’s money, vehicle, 
farm, business, etc. 

Jesus’ parable (an earthly story with a heavenly 
meaning) in Matthew 25:14-30 clearly teaches 
personal responsibility with accountability for the 
goods and gifts entrusted to us. Embracing this 
truth is essential if we will live right for ourselves and 
for the welfare of our fellow human beings. An irre-
sponsible, unaccountable society is dangerous and 
will decay from within. People, like the misguided 
suicide gunman or bomber, have abandoned all 
personal respect for God, themselves, and others. 

Our society needs to return to values that em-
brace personal responsibility and accountability. 
The Christian church and home must lead the way! 

Practical Pointers for Our Homes
Consider a few practical points for our homes in 

teaching the value and right use of material things. 
Children may receive money gifts from family 

or friends for birthdays and the like. Do not allow 
them to spend it all on themselves. Teach them 
the blessing of giving to worthy causes and help-
ing others in need. Also, open a savings account 
teaching them early to save a portion of what they 
receive and earn. Teach them to save till they have 
enough to buy an item of value. 

Teach your children to enjoy working hard and 
to earn what they get. As a boy, this writer trapped 
for muskrats and sold the furs. This required me to 
brave the cold creek water to set the traps and then 
to rise early each morning before daybreak to har-
vest what I caught. This was good discipline for an 
already hard-working farm boy. But the proceeds 
bought me, among other things, a quality baseball 
glove that I still have for my grandchildren to use. 

Also, teach your children to value their toys and 
to take good care of them. Tricycles, bicycles, and 
the like are to be put away in a designated place 
under roof for the night or ahead of the pending 
rainstorm. They may be able to pass these items 
down to their children or grandchildren someday. 

Children need to know that food comes from a 
farm somewhere in the world, and not just from the 
local grocery store. If at all possible, have a family 

garden project. Let your children learn the value 
of what it takes to put good food on the table. It 
is character-building for children to experience the 
hard work and blessings of planting, weeding, har-
vesting, and then eating the fruit. Even in town you 
can grow a few delicious vegetables on a small plot 
of ground or even in a planter on a windowsill or 
porch. If you have the space, you might raise a beef 
for the family freezer, or have a few chickens that 
need to be fed, watered, and tended in a timely 
manner every day. They might provide eggs for 
breakfast, or meat for the family dinner table. 

Perhaps you can provide a small shop or work-
bench in the garage for the sons to tinker, repair or 
make something useful. And by all means, teach 
your daughters the joys of good cooking, clean-
ing, and other housekeeping skills. All of these 
and more are invaluable to child nurture and train-
ing. And you do not need a lot of money to make 
at least some of the above a reality in your home. 
As godly parents, our goal is verbalized in Psalm 
144:12: “That our sons may be as plants grown up 
in their youth; that our 
daughters may be as 
corner stones, polished 
after the similitude of a 
palace.” 

As your children 
grow into young adults 
and have jobs of their 
own, fathers should 
monitor their children’s 
finances so that unnec-
essary money is not spent on cars, pickup trucks, 
clothes, and such like. Much harm is done and 
stewardship principles are lost when young peo-
ple are given too much money before they have 
embraced true spiritual and material values. The 
Bible says we should maintain “Good works for 
necessary uses” (Titus 3:14). 

In conclusion, we want to emphasize the won-
derful opportunities, privileges, and rewards when 
we exercise ourselves in and teach our children 
about these values. Luke 16:10 and 11 tells us 
that material and spiritual stewardship values are 
closely connected. First Timothy 6:6-12 teaches us 
the dangers of riches, and that “godliness with con-
tentment is great gain.”  

Material values can and must be taught in our 
homes in the twenty-first century. The Bible and its 
principles of truth are timeless. They have blessed 
and enriched the lives of those who by God’s 
grace, have lived by them! This same blessing can 
be ours today. 

Teach your 
children 

to enjoy 
working hard 

and to earn 
what they get.



Reaching Out - page 8

Man Created or Descended?
by Elvin Stauffer

The Bible and Science

“So God created man in his own image . . . male and female created he them” (Genesis 1:27).

Recently I was cleaning out a spring at the edge 
of my field. When I lifted a rock, the water welled 
up out of a hole after which it ran about 100 feet 
down into a creek. Down in the swirling water I saw 
a creature wriggling about. I tried to catch it, but it 
would always slip right through my hand. Finally I 
captured it in a tall cup. It was a larger type of sal-
amander which I had never seen before. It was 6 
inches long with four short legs and pinkish red with 
black speckles peppered all over the top side.  

My book on reptiles and amphibians identified 
it simply as a red salamander. I took it along to the 
shop to show to the men and, at the end of the day, 
returned it to its water habitat again. I had to won-
der at its ability to take oxygen from the water and 
then to switch over to air for the day. The marvels of 
God’s creation are endless.

Are Amphibians Our Ancestors?
I also had to think of how some people believe 

amphibians are our distant ancestors from a time 
when biological organisms first crawled out of the 
seas onto to the land. Evolutionary stories have now 
indoctrinated a few generations of school children. 
Yet, evolutionists are often disappointed when polls 
show many people still believe in God as the Cre-
ator of the universe and life. 

The amphibian article in World Book Encyclope-
dia pictures frogs and salamanders along with an 
amphibian created from a fossil. When we consider 
such information, we must always separate fact 
from the story they tell about it (theory). The fossil 
skeleton they have, set in stone, named lybrintho-
dont is evidence that God created such a creature 
on day six. 

“Let the earth bring forth the living creature after 
his kind, cattle and creeping thing, and beast of the 
earth after his kind: and it was so” (Genesis 1:24). 

However the story paleontologists make up 
about the fossil is what they want to believe—imag-
ination. The “prehistoric” amphibian picture shows 

the animal with his tail still in the water to assume 
a process of descent. When Darwin wrote The De-
scent of Man, he was using descent to describe the 
supposed ascent of living organisms from amoebas 
and sea slime. The picture caption reads, “One of 
the first amphibians.” This is right below pictures of 
salamander changes and a frog losing its tail from 
tadpole to adult. But this implies a lie. Metamor-
phosis requires no genetic changes. God wrote the 
original genetic codes to operate that way. 

Superficially, some fossil fish may appear like 
fossil amphibians. But Duane Gish showed the sig-
nificant difference between the two. The fish had 
small bones loosely imbedded in flesh. “In tetrapod 
amphibians the pelvic bones are large and firmly at-
tached to the vertebral column. This is the anatomy 
an animal must have to walk, which is absent in all 
living or fossil fishes. There are no transitional forms.” 

However, in 1939 a supposed “transition fossil” 
with lower fins on fleshly appendages, thought to 
be extinct for 70 million years was found living off 
the east coast of Africa. Some fishermen brought up 
the coelacanth from 5,000 feet down. The absence 
of evidence of its existence for 70 million years 
shows the futility of depending on the fossil record. 
Evidently man’s imagined timing and the evolution-
ary process is fraudulent. 

What Does Science Say?
When the fossil record failed to provide transi-

tional fossils, evolutionist turned to science. In the 
sciences evolutionists again are caught in decep-
tion and fabrication of evidence. The apostle Paul 
warned Timothy against this.  

“O Timothy, keep that which is committed to thy 
trust, avoiding profane and vain babblings, and op-
positions of science falsely so called” (1Timothy 6:20). 

False science was present already at the begin-
ning of the Christian church in the form of Gnos-
ticism—allegedly superior spiritual knowledge 
(Greek, gnosis) gained by self-illumination and 
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limited to an elite few. This came by imbibing Greek 
philosophy and is also a good description of many 
evolutions today. 

One of the diagrams used to teach evolution is 
the geologic column. This illustration in school text-
books presumes to show the earth’s sedimentary 
rock layers with an order of life forms in them. This 
exact order is not found anywhere in the world but 
was created by the evolutionists’ imagination. It 
starts at the bottom with bacteria and sea worms. 
The layers proceed upward through fish, amphib-
ian, mammals, and man comes out on the top.

There are some places on earth where three or 
four layers may be in that order, but these are sim-
ply ecological zones. Sea life and fish with shells 
and other organisms in their environment would 
be lower. Amphibians and reptiles will be higher, 
and land animals on the top. There are large fossil 
graveyards around the world like Karoo, South Af-
rica. Man would have been the most agile to cling 
to logs and rafts until he perished in the Biblical 
flood. These would also have been more likely to 
rot in the waters and not be buried to fossilize.  

“Every living substance was destroyed which was 
upon the face of the ground, both man, and cattle, 
and the creeping things, and the fowl of the heaven . 
. . and Noah only remained alive, and they that were 
with him in the ark” (Genesis 7:23).

There are also large areas where the layers are 
upside down. Evolutionists say there was an “over-
thrust” putting simpler creatures on top. Evolution-
ary theory is very plastic. With a false faith, people 
will believe many things.  

God’s Word on God’s World
But what does true science (knowledge) teach 

us? Evidences can be found when we join God’s 
Word with His world. Much is known today about 
inner space, the complex DNA and the atomic 
powers. 

Astronomers have also looked far out and have 
not seen an end to the universe. The inner and the 
outer universe are comparable in their exhaustless 
reaches. “Behold the heaven and the heaven of 
heavens is the Lord’s thy God, the earth also, with 
all that therein is” (Deuteronomy 10:14).

Since God made the universe and all the crea-
tures in it, where He talks about it He is correct. 
Many would be surprised to know that even before 
man understood it, in the 139th psalm, we could 
read about functioning deoxyribonucleic Acid 
(DNA) information. “I will praise thee; for I am fear-
fully and wonderfully made . . . My substance was 
not hid from thee, when I was made in secret, and 
curiously wrought in the lowest parts of the earth 
[in my mother’s womb]. Thine eyes did see my sub-
stance, yet being unperfect; and in thy book all my 

members were written, which in continuance were 
fashioned, when as yet there was none of them.” 

“In thy book.” What is in books? Information! But 
if it is not written in our own language it is just black 
marks on while paper, meaning little to us. Informa-
tion is an intangible factor evolution can’t explain. It 
is not round or square, black or white, hard or soft. 
But when men assign meanings to the marks on 
paper and we learn them, they can convey informa-
tion for us. 

This is what the strands of DNA convey on com-
binations of four simple bases which are labeled 
A, G, C and T. This information on the DNA, in the 
chromosomes, in the nucleus, of each of some ten 
trillion cells in our bodies determines our features, 
functions, and program of growth. When the curse 
came upon creation, copying mistakes (mutations) 
began to build up on the genome. Today close 
relatives can’t marry or defects will compound and 
produce abnormalities. The ordered complexity of 
DNA is such that the creature may lose a feature 
(cow with no horns) or duplicate (a fifth leg, six fin-
gers) or it is aborted or dies at birth.

Some of the Egyptian Pharaohs married sisters 
and didn’t realize why their babies were dying. The 
famous young king Tut married his half-sister. They 
had two stillborn children whose mummies were 
buried with him when he died at age eighteen. I 
once saw the two tiny coffins along with much 
gold-plated furniture at a traveling display in Dal-
las, Texas. 

The creature is formed from the genetic cause 
up. Nothing just happens because of the need or 
desire for something such as a long neck (giraffe) or 
legs (salamander). It would take millions of added, 
orderly genes to cause a fin, a leg, a wing, or just 
an intricate feather. The evidence is that God wrote 
the genetic codes perfect at creation. Corruption 
then began at the fall of man into sin and the curse 
it brought on creation.  

“As by one man sin entered into the world, and 
death by sin; and so death passed upon all men, for 
that all have sinned” (Romans 5:12).

It is obvious and scientifically correct to see de-
generation, loss, and extinction about us in the envi-
ronment (entropy), and not upward evolution. 

“Of old hast thou laid the foundation of the earth: 
and the heavens are the work of thy hands. They 
shall perish, but thou shalt endure: yea, all of them 
shall wax old like a garment; as a vesture shalt thou 
change them” (Psalm 102:25, 26). 

Resources: The Bible—God’s Word to Us 
World Book Encyclopedia –A and D 
Evolution: The Challenge of the Fossil Record by Duane Gish
Inside the Tomb of Tutankhamun by Jacqueline Morley & John 
James 
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The Paradox of Tolerance
by Roger L Berry

The World Today

In 1945, a European philosopher, Karl Popper, 
defined what he called the “Paradox of Toler-
ance.” He noted that this happens when a tol-
erant person is antagonistic toward intolerance 
and becomes intolerant of those he perceives 
as intolerant.  He concluded that unlimited tol-
erance often leads to the disappearance of true 
tolerance. 

The twentieth century was known for its em-
phasis on tolerance and groups appealing for 
tolerance of their views and practices. An exam-
ple of tolerance involves giving freedoms to mi-
nority religious groups. However, these religious 

groups may be per-
ceived as intolerant, at 
least in some respects. 
In the twenty-first cen-
tury the emphasis has 
shifted to include toler-
ating different customs 
and lifestyles that oth-
ers may disapprove of.  
This can bring accusa-
tions of intolerance for 
people who want to 
take a different stand.

Traditionally, tolerance had simply signified 
forbearance or putting up with those who take a 
different position. But, in recent years, it has been 
taken to mean that churches or organizations are 
almost forbidden to teach an opposing view even 
if they do not resist those who take that view. 

So what should be the Christian’s view of this 
paradox of tolerance? Many have taken the po-
litical route of trying to get laws enacted to get 
those who fought for toleration to now tolerate 
Christians who take a different way. Some pro-
fessing Christians have even gone to the extreme 
of using violence against those who oppose 
them. This can become a vicious cycle of intoler-
ance and fighting back.

The Christian way is a humble way of peace 
that relies on the Lord to convict those who 
are not taking His way. “The servant of the Lord 
must not strive; but be gentle unto all men, apt 
to teach, patient, In meekness instructing those 
that oppose themselves; if God peradventure will 
give them repentance to the acknowledging of 
the truth” (2 Timothy 2:24, 25). To strive means to 
war, quarrel, or dispute. 

The Christian way of dealing with opposition is 
to quietly teach the truth and to live out the truth, 
showing the world around us the peace and hap-
piness that come from taking God’s way. Politi-
cal force or coercion cannot change people’s 
hearts. Taking a political route tends to reinforce 
the vicious cycle of tolerance and intolerance. Of 
course Christians cannot expect that everyone 
will allow God to control their lives and take His 
way. But we can make a difference in the area of 
the world that we influence.  

The Christian may suffer opposition or perse-
cution for living out the truths of the Bible. Jesus 
said, “Blessed are ye, when men shall revile you, 
and persecute you, and shall say all manner of 
evil against you falsely, for my sake. Rejoice, and 
be exceeding glad: for great is your reward in 
heaven” (Matthew 5:11, 12). Christians may even 
face imprisonment for taking a stand in their own 
lives, their families, and in their churches. How-
ever, we should not become involved in wrong-
doing or violence. Tolerance of others never 
means that we will become involved in or in any 
way promote their sin or disobedience to God.

Christians need to be consistent in their stand 
against the sins of our society. For example, some 
Christians have taken stands against homosexu-
ality and the things the LBGT (lesbian, gay, bisex-
ual, transgender) movement promote but have 
overlook other forms of immorality. The Bible just 
as strongly teaches against premarital sex and 

Taking a  
political route
tends to 
reinforce the 
vicious cycle of  
tolerance and 
intolerance.
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Within each Christian there 
exists a desire to fol-

low Christ. But Christ 
is not here. How can 

we know Him and fol-
low His footprints? This 

course was written to 
help believers follow the 

footprints of Christ as they 
sincerely obey His teachings.

 Please enroll me in Footprints of Christ.
 (Please do not enroll if you are less than fourteen years of age.)

 Please send me the brochure showing all of your courses.
 Please send me information about Spanish Bible courses.
 Please send me your English catalog.

Name ___________________________________________

Mailing address ___________________________________

________________________________________________

City ____________________ State _______ ZIP _________

Religion _____________________________ Age _________

Check two boxes:    Male    Female    Single    Married

If you are presently our student, you must write your student 

number here. _____________________________________
Send enrollment to: Lamp and Light Publishers, 26 Rd 5577, 
Farmington NM 87401. Phone: 505-632-3521 Fax: 505-632-1246

Enroll today in this FREE Bible study course!

divorce and remarriage when the first partner is 
still living. Are Christians actively teaching against 
the sins of reading or looking at pornography? 
Jesus said, “Whosoever looketh on a woman to 
lust after her hath committed adultery with her al-
ready in his heart” (Matthew 5:28). 

Christians must follow Jesus’ command in re-
lations to those who oppose them. Jesus said, 
“Love your enemies, bless them that curse you, 
do good to them that hate you, and pray for them 
which despitefully use you, and persecute you” 
(Matthew 5:44).   As we think about those who 
have become intolerant of Christians and what 
they stand for, have we shown the love of God 
to them? Have we blessed them—spoken kindly 
to them and about them?  Have we done good 
deeds for them and for others? Have we prayed 
for them out of concern for their souls, love for 
them, and a desire to see them take God’s way? 
The way of love will do far more to convince and 
convict than retaliation and political force will 
ever do. Christians need never get caught in the 
“paradox of tolerance.”

How to Be Saved
Salvation from sin is a GIFT from God. You 

accept it on condition that you will let Christ 
deliver you from your sin and control your life.

RECOGNIZE
That you have transgressed God’s laws and 

have fallen short of God’s will.
“For all have sinned, and come short of the 

glory of God” (Romans 3:23).

BELIEVE
That God loves you and offers you His mercy 

through the salvation work of His Son, Jesus 
Christ.

“But God commendeth his love toward us, in 
that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for 
us” (Romans 5:8).

ACCEPT
Christ’s death and Resurrection as God’s 

provi sion for your forgiveness. Acknowledge 
your acceptance of Christ by praying sincerely:

“Jesus, I am a sinner, I accept You as my Saviour 
and Lord of my life. Make me an obedient child 
of God.”

“But as many as received him, to them gave he 
power to become the sons of God, even to them 
that believe on his name” (John 1:12).

LIVE
In newness of life. When a person truly 

becomes a child of God, it will change the way 
he thinks, the way he talks, the way he acts.

“Like as Christ was raised up from the dead by 
the glory of the Father, even so we also should 
walk in new ness of life.... Let not sin therefore 
reign in your mortal body, that ye should obey it in 
the lusts thereof. Neither yield ye your members 
as instruments of unrighteous ness unto sin: but 
yield yourselves unto God, as those that are alive 
from the dead, and your members as instru ments 
of righteousness unto God” (Romans 6:4, 12, 13).






